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What was the Industrial revolution like for the Victorians?
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Key Word Definition

Agriculture The production of crops and 

livestock for food.
Commerce The activity of buying and 

selling.
Urbanisation The increase in the proportion 

of people living in towns and 

cities.
Canal An artificial waterway 

constructed to allow the 

passage of boats.
Workhouse A very controlling and brutal 

institution to provide 

employment for the poor.
Slavery The ownership of a person 

as property, especially in 

regards to their labour
Technology Machinery and equipment 

developed from the 

application of scientific 

knowledge.
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Beam bridges

Beam bridges are one of the simplest 
forms. Pillars are placed across the space 
and the deck runs along the top. A beam 
bridge can also be called a girder bridge. 
They have not often used over long spans 
are they require more pillars to keep them 
strong.
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abutments Supports that carry the 

load of a bridge
span The distance between 

two bridge supports
support A thing that bears the 

weight or keeps it 

upright
framework An essential supporting 

structure of an object
pressure Continuous physical 

force exerted on or 

against an object.
deck The  part of the bridge 

you travel across

Suspension Bridges

Suspension bridges have cables attached to 
pillars. The cables attach to the deck to hold 
the bridge up. They can be used across large 
areas, but because they hang down, they can 
actually move and swing in high winds.

Arch bridges spread the weight of the 
arch through the curved arch and into 
the abutments at each end. At the 
top of the arch there is a ‘key stone’ 
that helps spread the weight across 
the arch bridge.

Arch bridges

Cantilever bridge

A cantilever bridge is only supported 
at one end. Often there is a cantilever 
bridge built on each side of a river and 
they meet in the idle to form the 
bridge.

Key Word Definition
forces Pushes or pulls

gravity A pulling force exerted by the 

Earth (or something with mass)

weight The measure of the force of 

gravity on an object
mass The measure of how much 

matter is inside an object
friction A force that acts between two 

surfaces or objects that are 

moving or trying to move across 

each other
air 

resistance

A type of friction caused by air 

pushing against a moving object

water 

resistance

A type of friction caused by 

water pushing against any 

moving object.
buoyancy An object is buoyant if it floats. 

This is because the weight of the 

object is equal to  the upthrust.
upthrust A force that pushes objects up, 

usually in water.

Isaac Newton is famously 
thought to have 
developed his theory of 
gravity when he saw an 
apple fall to the ground 
from an apple tree. 


